Preliminary Amendment for Reissue Application 
Amendment Date March 29, 2004 
Original Patent No. 6,575,656 B2 

Amendments to the Specification; 

In the Abstract, please replace the paragraph in its entirety 
with: 

A pull pin assembly includes: a first pole having a first 
hole; a second pole having a second hole, and sliding in the 
first pole; a main body having a central hollow containing the 
first pole; a pull pin body extending radially from the central 
hollow, and having a space extending into the central hollow; a 
pull pin, having a circumferential stop, disposed in the space 
to move from a first position extending into the central hollow 
through the first hole to a second position outside the central 
hollow; a pull pin plug fit into the space and having a hollow 
containing the pull pin; and a biasing member biasing the pull 
pin toward the [second] first position to lock the first and 
second poles; wherein the biasing member is disposed to bias the 
pull pin between the circumferential stop and the pull pin plug. 

In column 1, lines 37-57, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

In accordance with the present invention there is provided a 
pull pin assembly comprising: a first rod or pole, having a 
first hole and a second notch or hole, and a second rod or pole, 
having third hole, the second rod or pole being slidably 
contained within the first rod or pole, so that the first hole 
is superimposable on the second hole. A main body is provided 
having a central hollow dimensioned to contain the first rod or 
pole, and having at least one resilient tab, the resilient tab 
being cut out from the main body and having a boss thereon 
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extending into the central hollow to engage the second notch or 
hole of the first rod or pole. A pull pin body is provided 
integral with the main body and extending radially outward from 
the central hollow, the pin body having a space therein 
extending into the central hollow. A pull pin is slidably 
disposed in the space of the pull pin body to move from a first 
position extending into the central hollow through the first 
hole to a second position outside of the central hollow. A 
biasing member biases the pull pin toward the [second] first 
position to relatively lock the first rod or pole and the second 
rod or pole when the first hole is superimposed on the second 
hole . 

In column 2, lines 16 - 20, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

The central hollow, first rod or pole and second rod or pole all 
preferably have square cross sections. The main body preferably 
further comprises a lip disposed to engage [and] an end of said 
first rod or pole. The pull pin plug is preferably countersunk 
and friction fit into the pull pin body. 

In column 2, lines 21 - 49, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

In a still further embodiment, the present invention provides a 
pull pin assembly, comprising: a rod or pole, having a hole; and 
a main body, having a central hollow dimensioned to contain the 
rod or pole. A pull pin body is preferably provided integral 
with the main body and extending radially outward from the 
central hollow, the pin body having a space therein extending 
into the central hollow. A pull pin is slidably disposed in the 
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space of the pull pin body to move from a first position 
extending into the central hollow through the first hole to a 
second position outside of the central hollow, the pull pin 
having a circumferential stop. A pull pin plug is fit into the 
space of the pin body, the pull pin plug having a hollow 
dimensioned to slidably contain the pull pin. A biasing member 
is provided biasing the pull pin toward the [second] first 
position to relatively lock the first rod or pole and the second 
rod or pole when the first hole is superimposed on the second 
hole. In this [embedment] embodiment , the biasing member is 
disposed to bias the pull pin between the circumferential stop 
and the pull pin plug, and wherein the circumferential stop is 
dimensioned to prevent the pull pin from passing completely 
through the first hole in the second position. Preferably, the 
pull pin comprises a circumferential tongue, wherein the pull 
pin plug comprises a radial groove, wherein, the pull pin has a 
first engageable position in which the circumferential tongue is 
movable in the radial groove, and a second, disengaged position, 
wherein the pull pin is radially pulled against a biasing force 
of the biasing member to come out of the radial groove and 
rotated so that the circumferential tongue is biased against the 
pull pin plug. 

In column 2, lines 61 - 66, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

FIG. 3 is a cross section of the pull pin assembly of one 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a further cross section of the pull pin assembly of 
the [present invention] embodiment shown in FIG. 3 . 
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FIG. 5 is [yet another] a cross section of the pull pin assembly 
of FIG. 4 [of the present invention] taken [alone] along the 
line I-I [in FIG. 4] . 

In column 3, lines 1-2, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

FIG. 6 is a top view cross section of the pull pin assembly of 
[the present invention] FIG. 3 . 

In column 3, lines 10 - 25, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

FIG. 2 shows a preferred embodiment of the pull pin assembly 2 0 
of the present invention. Main body 21 is fit over an end of 
pole 12 of an upright 8 of portable canopy 10 (as shown in FIG. 
1) . As shown in FIGS. 2 and 6, [A] a resilient tab 26 is cut 
out from main body 21 by slots 28, and a boss 27 on tab 26 
engages a hole 60 to fix the main body 21 to the assembly 20 . 
In this manner, the main body can be easily fixed to pole 12 
without the necessity of special tools or adhesives. While the 
body 21 is also preferably friction fit to pole 12, tab 26 and 
boss 27 ensure that the main body 21 is securely fit to pole 12, 
without the necessity for precise tolerances. While only one 
tab 26 is visible in FIG. 2, the preferred embodiment has a 
corresponding, symmetrically-arranged second tab 26 on a side of 
pole [11] 12 not seen in the FIG. 2. A second boss 27 fit into 
second hole 60 is shown in FIG. 6. The number^ size, and 
dimensions of resilient tabs 2 6 can be varied, however. 

In column 3, lines 2 6 - 37, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 
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A pull pin body 22, integral with main body 21 extends radially 
outward from main body 21. A pull pin 24 is slidably contained 
in the pull pin body 22. At a distal end of pull pin 24 is a 
pull ring 25 fitted through a transverse hole 34 ( shown in 
FIG . 3 ) at the distal end of pin 24. As shown in FIG 3 and as 
will be discussed further below, pulling pull pin 24 from a 
first position in which the pin extends through two superimposed 
holes 36, 37 into a central hollow 62 of the assembly to a 
second position outside of the hollow, releases pole .11 from 
pole 12 so as to allow relative movement of poles 11, 12 in the 
direction of the double headed arrow of FIG. 3. In the present 
embodiment, poles 11 and 12 have a square cross section. 

In column 3, lines 38 - 57, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

FIG. 3 shows a cross section of the assembly according to one 
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 3, pull pin 24 is 
shown in the second position , outside of central hollow 62. As 
discussed above, pull pin 24 is slidably contained inside pull 
pin body 22 within a space 30 and a hole 51 in plug 23. Plug 23 
is countersunk and preferably friction fit into pull pin body 22 
(shown in FIG. 5) to maintain its position. A spring 32 serves 
as a biasing member to bias the pull pin 24 toward the first 
position in which the pull pin 24 extends into the central space 
62. Spring 32 acts between an inner surface 39 of plug 23 and a 
circumferential stop 31 of pull pin 24. A hole 35 is provided 
at the end of space 30 closest to the central hollow 62. The 
hole 3 5 is surrounded by a circumferential ledge 38 having a 
circumference substantially the same as space 30. In FIG. 3, 
hole 35 is superimposed on likewise superimposed holes 36 and 37 
of poles 12 and 11, respectively. Also shown in FIG. 3, is lip 
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40 of main body 21. Lip 40 serves not only to protect the end 
of pole 12 from damage, but also to guide pole 11 as it slides 
in and out of pole 12 in a telescopic manner to extend and 
collapse upright 8. 

In column 3, lines 58 - 64, please replace the paragraph in its 
entirety with: 

FIG. 4 shows a cross section identical to the embodiment shown 
in FIG. 3, except that pull pin 24 is in the first position, 
extending through holes 35, 36, 37 into central hollow 62, thus 
locking poles 11 and 12 together. FIG. 4 also shows that 
circumferential stop 31 also serves to prevent more than a 
predetermined length of pull pin 24 from extending past hole 35, 
by abutting against circumferential ledge 38. 

In column 3, line 65 through column 4, line 21, please replace 
the paragraph in its entirety with: 

FIG. 5 shows a cross section along line I-I in FIG. 4. As shown 
in FIG. 5, a tongue 33 is provided on the outer circumference of 
pull pin 24. Tongue 33 slides within a groove 50 provided in 
hole 51 of plug 23. As shown in FIG. 2, when the pull pin 24 is 
moved from the first position to the second position, tongue 33 
comes out of groove 50 allowing pull pin 24 to be rotated from 
position A to position B (as shown in FIG. 2) . In position B, 
the groove is biased toward an outer surface of plug 23 and the 
pin is held by friction in the second position. In this locked, 
second position, the poles 11 and 12 are, of course, free to 
move relative to one another and the upright 8 can be extended 
or collapsed, as desired. Pull pin 24 is moved from position B 
to position A by pulling pull pin 24, by means of pull ring 25, 
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slightly outward against the biasing force of spring 32, 
rotating pull pin 24 by means of ring 25, positioning tongue 3 3 
at an entrance to groove 50 and releasing pull ring 25 so that 
pull pin 24 once again moves toward the first position by the 
biasing force of spring 33. Also shown in FIG. 2 are several 
holes 37, each of which can be superimposed on holes 35 and 36, 
so that, when the pull pin is moved back through holes 35, 36, 
37 to the first position, poles 11 and 12 are once again 
relatively locked together as shown, for example, in FIG. 4. 
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